Preface

These notes serve as an introduction to the historical books of the Old Testament from Exodus through Esther. These books cover Old Testament history from Israel in Egypt through the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian Exile up to the time of Ezra, Esther, and Nehemiah.  The portion of the earlier edition of the notes which covered Genesis 25-50 has been incorporated into the notes for the Genesis course.

These notes build on the isagogics notes which have been in use at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for many years.  The original outline was prepared by Professor August Pieper, and previous editions of the notes which were published in 1979 and 1985 were largely the work of Professor E. H. Wendland.

Biblical references are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted. Maps, illustrations, and charts are from various sources. Since these notes are accompanied by an extensive set of PowerPoints, most of the maps and pictures have been placed into the PowerPoints rather than into the notes.

These notes are intended to provide a brief running outline to assist in the reading and review of the biblical text.  For more detailed notes on historical and archaeological issues and application of the text see the Concordia/NIV Study Bible and The People’s Bible.

We have retained the study questions and homiletical suggestions from previous editions of these notes, even though they are not extensively used in the isagogics course as it is presently taught.  Some students who use these notes may want to have these resources available for additional study.   Rtf and Pdf versions of the notes will be posted on the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary web site.

To use the MS Word electronic versions of these files you must install the Graeca and Hebraica fonts. These fonts are stored in the fonts folder on the common drive at WLS and at the location where the notes are posted on the WLS web site.

This edition of the notes was prepared by Professors John Brug and James Westendorf.  Formatting was done by students Noah Headrick and Nathaniel Biebert.
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