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Order of Service 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Christ the Eternal Lord 
Christian Worship 521 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Musical setting by S. Drummond Wolff 

Stand as the hymn is introduced and follow the path of the cross to the chancel where it serves as the focus of worship.  

The faculty, members of the governing board, and the graduates process during the hymn. 
 

1–2: All    3: Men    4: Women    5: All 
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INVOCATION    Prof. Robert Wendland 
    Secretary of the faculty 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you. 

And also with you. 

DIALOGUE 
 

Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to 
him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 
 
The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His name is worthy of praise! 
 
O Father most holy, gather us together in the name of Jesus whom the saints and angels adore as the 
Lamb on his throne and whose name is above every name, 
 
 that all we do might be done at your bidding, filled with your grace,  
 directed by your wisdom, informed by your truth, accomplished to your glory. 
 
The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His love endures forever! 
 
O Father most gracious, bring us together in the name of Jesus, that in him we might be a spiritual 
temple, that founded on him we might be built together as living stones; that in him we might offer to 
you the spiritual service  
 
 of praise and thanksgiving, of lives lived in your love, 
 of proclaiming your words and works, and of sharing your gifts to us. 
 
The works of the Lord are great and glorious. Tell of all his wonderful deeds! 
 
O Father eternal, you have sent out an invitation, you have prepared a great feast that all might enter 
the courts of your presence and the mansions of your paradise. Grant to us your blessing and peace, 
 
 that we may be witnesses of your truth, the reflection of your glory, 
 and the ambassadors of your kingdom. 
 
The works of the Lord are great and glorious. May our mouths be filled with his praise! 
 
To you, O Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God from all eternity and to all 
eternity, be glory, wisdom, power, and dominion forever. 

All sing: 
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Be seated 

FIRST READING  1 John 3:16–24 
This is how we know what love is 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM                        Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort 
Und wehre deiner Feinde Mord, 
Die Jesum Christum, deinen Sohn, 
Wollen stürzen fron deinem Thron! 
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
And bring to naught all he has done.

Text: Martin Luther (1483–1546) 
Tune: ERHALT UNS, HERR 

Translation: Catherine Winkworth (1827–78) 
Setting: Johann Walther (1496–1570) 

Geistliches Gesangbüchlein, 1544 

Stand 

GOSPEL    John 15:1–8 
 The Vine and the branches 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 

ANTHEM   This Is My Word 
 
As the snow falls from heaven, 
as it comes in swirling showers from the sky, 
so is my Word. 
As the rains bring the water to the earth that is thirsty and dry,  
so is my Word. 
And the Word of my mouth, it shall not return empty; 
it will bless the earth wherever it is heard. 
This is my Word.  
 
As the rain brings renewal 
and the tender buds begin to come alive, 
so is my Word. 
Giving seed to the sower, 
and the bread to the hungry ’til they thrive, 
so is my Word. 
And the Word of my mouth, it shall not return empty; 
it will bless the earth wherever it is heard. 
This is my Word.  
 
O Lord, when I am weary, 
when I feel the days I’m living are in vain, 
my God, help me be faithful to the Word you have given to proclaim.  
Proclaim the Word, and you will go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
and the hills will break before you into song. 
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So be faithful, brave and true, 
for I will go before you, 
and when your earthly journey here is done. 
I’ll say well done, well done!  
 
As the snow falls from heaven, 
and the rain comes in showers from the sky,  
this is my Word.  

Music: Pepper Choplin 
Text: Isaiah 55:10–12 

Be seated 

HYMN    O Gracious Lord, with love Draw Near 
    Christian Worship 693 
	

	

	

	
	
	

5 O Father, grant that by your grace 
they may your will each day embrace, 
with fruits of faith their lives now bless, 
till they at death your name confess. 

6 Then robed in white before your throne, 
your holy saints, by you foreknown, 
predestined, called, and justified, 
shall, crowned in light, be glorified.

SERMON    John 15:5 
    Professor Earle Treptow 

President of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
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Class Verse 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (NIV) 

 
 Declare Your Dependence! 

Stand to sing: 

HYMN    Christ Is with Me 
    Christian Worship 681 

 

	

	

	

	

	
	

DISTRIBUTION OF DIPLOMAS & CONFERMENT OF DEGREES 
 

on students who have satisfactorily completed the seminary’s prescribed course of study 
and have declared themselves to be in confessional agreement with the public doctrine of 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
 

Master of Divinity 
(names are on page 11 of the service folder) 
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Bachelor of Divinity 
 

Mark Jiang David Shang  
San Jose, CA Toronto, Ontario, Canada  

 
and 

 
on pastors who have satisfactorily completed the seminary’s program of post-graduate study 
 
 

Master of Sacred Theology 
 

Justin L. Dauck Jonathan D. Fischer Patrick S. Freese 
Plymouth, NE Grafton, WI Abita Springs, LA 

 
Daniel C. Iwinski Matthew J. Langebartels Nathan C. Nass 
Milwaukee, WI Coleman, WI Bixby, OK 

 
Daniel S. Olson Keith A. Schleis Timothy R. Wagner 
Onalaska, WI Smyrna, TN Appleton, WI 

CLASS HYMN   His Robes for Mine 
     Christian Worship 568 

 
1       His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange!  
 Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ’neath God’s rage.  
 Draped in his righteousness, I’m justified.  
 In Christ I live, for in my place he died. 

 I cling to Christ and marvel at the cost:  
 Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God.  
 Bought by such love, my life is not my own.  
 My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone. 
  
2      His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread?  
 God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead.  
 Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine,  
 Saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life.  Refrain 
  
3      His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased.  
 Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased.  
 Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “’Tis done!”  
 Sin’s wage is paid, propitiation won.  Refrain 
  
4      His robes for mine: such anguish none can know.  
 Christ, God’s beloved, condemned as though his foe.  
 He, as though I, accursed and left alone;  
 I, as though he, embraced and welcomed home!  Refrain
 

Stand 
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PRAYER 

BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
Christian Worship 923 

Arranged by Simon Johnson (b.1975) 
 

	

	

	

	

	
	

Be seated 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RECESSIONAL 
 
 

Graduates may be greeted on the walkway northwest of the auditorium. 

Bottles of water are available following this service on the west side of the auditorium.  

Copies of the list of assignments, distributed at yesterday’s Call Day service, are available from the ushers at 
the back of the auditorium. 

CDs of recent recordings by the Seminary Chorus are available at the entrance to the auditorium for $12.00. 

Members of the Seminary Chorus, directed by Prof. Aaron Christie, served in the ministry of music. Owen 
Eubank served as organist. Members of the seminary student body served in the brass choir. 

 

PERMISSIONS 
Christ the Eternal Lord  Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926  Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. 

O Lord, Our Lord  Text: Christian Worship, 1993  Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993  Text: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Tune: © 1993 
Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. 

This Is My Word  ©1999 by GlorySound A Division of Shawnee Press, Inc. International copyright secured. All rights reserved.   

O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw Near  Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955  Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.  

Christ Is with Me  Text: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953, alt.  Text: © 1992 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714730 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  Text: William Williams, 1717–1791, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–1796, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William 
Williams, 1717–1791  Text: Public domain 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 
2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

All reprinted with permission under onelicense.net # A-714730.

http://onelicense.net/


– 11 – 
 

 

 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

Class of 2025 
 

Master of Divinity Graduates 

 
 D. Quinn Bilitz Lake Mills, WI 
 Jacob D. Bitter Milwaukee, WI 
 Samuel J. Boeder New Ulm, MN 
 Jacob F. Borgwardt Fond du Lac, WI 
 Ethan M. Carter Eau Claire, WI 
 Peter W. Christie Waukesha, WI 
 Buok P. Chuol Omaha, NE 
 Zachary D. Flunker Appleton, WI 
 Christopher S. Gorr Kenai, AK 
 Jonathan C. Gumm Kekoskee, WI 
 Jacob M. Kieselhorst Watertown, WI 
 Jordan J. Massiah Pickering, Ontario, Canada 
 Ryan H. Mitchell South Haven, MI 
 Malachi D. Mortensen Beaver Dam, WI 
 JonAlden D. Pedersen Fond du Lac, WI 
 Caleb J. Raasch Stillwater, MN 
 Benjamin T. Roekle Racine, WI 
 Noah W. Satorius Annandale, VA 
 Joshua B. Sprain Surprise, AZ 
 Nathaniel B. Stein Poynette, WI 
 Phillip Valdez Chula Vista, CA 
 Christopher G. Walther Watertown, WI 
 John J. Wenzel Lena, WI 
 Nathaniel S. Wranovsky Muskego, WI 
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